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MW 


TO THE 


PARISHIONERS 


OF 


Covent-Garden. 


Gentlemen , 


H E enſuing Diſcourſe was not com= 
poſed =- any Deſign to be made 
Publick, and therefore wanteth that Cor= 
rettneſs of Stile, and, perhaps too, that 
ſtrict Coherence of Reaſoning it ought ada. 
Wiſe to have had, For which Reaſons I 
ought in Prudence to have contented my ſelf 
with that great Candor, wherewith you were 
pleaſed to receive it , nd not to have run 
this needleſs Riſque of expoſing it to a4 more 
firict Examination, But I was rather wil 
A'S, |. ling 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


ling to Oblige you, by complying with your 
Requeſts in this particular, than be ſtudi= 
ouſly careful for leſſer matters, And beſide, 
the Deſign of it being truly Good , namely, 
to Vindicate the Providence of God, and to 
Aﬀſert its Influence in our late Happy Rev- 
lution, I would hope it may not be altogether 
uſeleſs. That it may obtain thu End, «, 
and (by the Grace of God) always ſhall be 
the Hearty Prayer of , 


Gentlemen, 
Your moit Humble and 
Faithful Servant, 


Joun SwYNFEN, 


FRRATA. 
Page 4. line 4. ” Pg” I 
_—_—_— for then read! ir. pag, 7, |. 7. ſor after read ofiemw. pag. 23. L 4. read 


Ezekie| 


Ezekiel XX. 4-4 


And ye ſhall know that I am the Lord, when 
I have wrought with you for my Name= 
ſake, not according to your wicked ways, 
nor according to your corrupt doings, O ye 
Houſe of Iſzae) , ſaith the Fs 


Heſe words having no great dependance up- 
T on the Context, to Diſcourle thereupon 
would be wholly needleſs : You may take 

the ſenſe of them in this double Paraphraſe ; Ye 
ſhall acknowledge my Deity and Providence, when, 
by freeing you from your preſent Slavery, I ſhall 
deliſt from puniſhing you as your ſins have deſer- 
ved: Or elſe thus ; The Deliverance from your 


Babyloniſh Captivity, which I deſign: to effe, is, 


inot that you could lay any claim to it upon ac- 


ls 


read 


Lie! 


ount of your Righteouſneſs, for alas, your ways 
are wicked, and your doings corrupt, but only for 
my own Name-ſake. The ſenſe is but little va- 
ied either ways, only the former ſhevws what is 
be poſitive cauſe of their Deliverance, wis,, the 
oly Name of God ; and the latter attirms that 
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their Merit had no influence 1n procuring it : Either 
ways they afford theie two Obſervations. 

Firſt, That a very wicked People may ſome- 
times be delivercd from great Calamities purely for 
God's own Name-fſake. | 

That the End or Defipn of ſuch Deliverances 
is, that they who receive them ſhould acknowledge 
the Being and ſignal Providence of God therein. 
And ye ſhall know that I am the Lord, when | have 
wrought, &c. This People of Iſrael were not only 
as wicked as any upon Earth, but had morcover 
Ingratitade as an extraordinary Circumſtance, which 


aggravated their Guile beyond that of the wholef 
World beſides; ard their preſent Servitude in af 
Foreign and Barbarous Country had been fo far 


from producing their Amendment, that it had ad- 
ded one fin more, which they had newly learnt 
from the Chaldeans, namely, to male their Sont 
and Daughters to paſs through the fire to their Idols, 
as may be ſeen, wer. 3157. And yet as bad, Ur 
gratctul, and Idolatrous as they were, they ar: 


here aſſured not only that for God's Holy Name - 


ſake they ſhould be redeemed from their preeit 


Slavery, but that after they were fo, they ſhoul 


know that God was the Lord. 


Now becauſe the fiſt of theſe Propoſition 
is Paradoxical, that is, is oppoſite to the Vul 
gar Notions of Providence, and indeed to thol 


Methc 


| 
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Mcthods which God ſccms to have told us in Scrip- 
ture he will take wich a wicked Pcop'e, "will be 
neceſſary to be more particular in proving tas. x /, 

In Diſcourſing therefore upon the firſt, I ſhall 
firſt prove it true from Scripture, 2dly, Confirn 
it by producing ſome Inſtances when it may be to | 
the Intercſt of God's Name to deliver a very fin- | 
ſul People from great Calamitics. 3. I ſhall ſhew | 
what Improvements ſuch a People are to make of 
ſuch Deliverances. 
And fiſt, that a very ſinful People may ſome- 
times be delivered from great Calamities purely for 
God's Holy Name, appears from two paſſages in 


- FL 


<4 


{ this Prophecy which athem it. Sec wer. gth. of 
| this Chapter, But I wrought for my Name-ſake, that 


it ſoould not be polluted among the Heathen, with 
am they were, but I made my ſelf known to them 


in bringing * Uk forth out of the Land of Egypt : 
The place explains it ſelf, telling us, that the Rea- 
ſon why the wicked Iſraelites were ls from 


their Eg yptian Slavery, was for God's own Name- 


fake. A like paſſage to this we have in Chap. 36. | 
| ver. 29. But I bal pity for my Holy Name, a | 


the Houſe of Iſracl hid profared among the Heathen, 


| whither they went. Whether this (pe aks of the Game 


Deliverance from the Captivity 1a Babylor which | 
the Text does,or of ſome other,is no matrer,fecing | 
It's plain 'tis here ſaid to be wrought purely our of 
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CA EE ets 


pity to God's own Name : Hence It is that in feve- 
ral Prayers mentioned in Scrip'ure, that were made 
for the Deliverance of a wicked People out of this 
or the other Extremity, this Motive is frequently 
uſed, that God would do it for his own Name- 
ſake ; as in that, Ariſe, O Lord, for the Glory of 
thy Name, pity thy People, and Sheep of thy Pas 
re, From which Inſtances, and many more that 
might be produced, the rhing appears to be true 
enough. 
So that the principal Matter will be to ſhew 


ſome Inſtances wherein God's Holy Name may be | 
concerned to deliver even a very finful People out | 


of great Calamities. 


: And here the firſt is, when the DoRrines and | 
Worſhip of this People are Pure, Orthodox, and 


ſuch as are agreeable to the Rules of Chriſtianity ; 
when their Faith and Diſcipline are both right, fo 
that they make a very confiderable part of the 
Viſible Church; and their depravedneſs in Moral; 
is ſo far from being juſtified by the Principles they 
profeſs, that, on the coatrary, nothing is more 
ſtrialy enzoyned by their Principles than Piety and 
uprightneſs of Life. Indeed this is the firſt, and 


moſt abſolutely neceflary Ingredient to Intereſt the} 


Name of God for the Deliverance of a wicked 
People. For as to thoſe who have either no Chri- 
ſian Faith or Worſhip at all, or fo corrupt, that 


ts 
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'tis as bad or worſe than none, io that they are 
reicher parts of the Viſible nor Catholick Church; 
for ſuch as theſe, I ſay, to fall into the extreameſt 
Miſ-ry, without any Deliverance from it, is no Re- 
1-ction at all upon God Almighty ; ſecing that he 
has never made any Covenant with or Promiſe to 
them that he will appear on their behalt ; nay, he 
hath rather teſtified the contrary, namely, That be 
will pour out his wrath upon ſuch Heathen as know 
him not, and upon ſuch Families as call not on bis 
Name. So that how far ſoever common Providence 
may be concerned upon account of their being 
Creatures, to free them from utter Miſery in this 
Life, 'tis very plain that his Holy Name is not at 
all intereſted in the matter. 

But now that it may be ſometimes concerned to 
deliver a Church or Nation, whoſe Faith, Profe(- 
lion, and Worſhip are good and true, though the 
Practices of its Members are wicked, is equally 
plain too : For ſeeing ſuch Faith and Worſhip 
are conſiderable Duties, and muſt therefore ren- 
der thoſe that have chem amiable in the ſight of 
God, how can he evidence his Reſpe& to them 
unleſs it be by ſome ſuch Temporal Deliverances ? 
Beſides, if this Church be of large extent, utterly 
to eraſe it from the face of the Farth, is ſcarce 
conſiſtent with the Promiſes that are made of its 


; Amplitude in the latter days, and that God will in 


all 
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all Places have ſome that ſhall fear and ſerve him ; 
nay, ſuch ſevere proceedings againſt a People that 
retain ſo much of Religion as an Orthodox Faich 
and Regular Worſhip aniount to, would Prejudice 
the reſt of the World againſt that true Faith which 
they profeſs; for ſeeing tis Natural, though un- 
juſt, to judge of the Truth or Falihood of any 
Religion by the good or bad Fortune its Profeſſors 
have in the World, like the Barbarians inſtantly 
concluding Paul to be an ill Man, when they ſaw 
the Poiſonous Viper on his Hand ; where Men fee 
the hard Fate of ſuch a People, they inſtantly 
conclude that the Religion they Profels cannot be 
good, ſeeing it could not fave them from Ruine. | 
In fine, by how much the founder Mens Religion | 
is, ſo much the better do they expe to fare ; and 
when Strangers ſce-the hard Fate that hath befallen * 
People of ſuch a Belicf, they will be ſo far from 
eſpouſing it, that they'll think they cannot ſtand 
at too great a diſtance from ict. So that as much 
as God's Holy Name is concerned to be reſp« ul 
to Men of found Belief and Regular Worſhip, 
to Propagate the true Faith in all parts and corners 
of the Farth, and to make the Enemics to, to 
become Profeſlors of and in love with it, ſo much 
it may be concerned to deliver ſuch a People out 
of the Calamities into which they are fallen. And | 
we are to obſerve, that this was that very thing | 


which 
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which ſo long preſerved the Iſraelites from utter 
Ruine. Though their Morals was corrupe even 
beyond Example, and their very Worthip too 
frequently ſtained with [dolatry, yet in the other 
Subſtantial Principles, both of Faich and Diſcipline, 

they being ſtill ſound, though God Almighty for 
theic fins did gfter reduce them to the very brink 
of Deſtruction, yer for the lake of the other he 
did as often deliver them from falling into ir. 
Hence when the Pſalmiſt makes Conteſlion of 
tacir Miſcarriages, and owas them to be ſo great, 
as to Merit an utter Extirpation, he adds this, Tee 
they are thy People, and Sheep of 1by Paſture ;, and 
urges this as a Motive with God, that he would 
not utterly deltroy them, 


2. When amongſt this wicked Pcople there are 
a conſiderable number that are truly Good, then 
may the Holy Name of God be concerned to de- 
liver them from the Calamities into which they 
are fallen; eſpecially if the better ſort are like 
to ſuffer moſt, and rhoſe thac are more wicked 
may extricate themſc!vcs; for, as God may think, 

why ſhould cc Right cous ſuſfer for the ſins of 
the Wicked 2 Tic jrnocent bear the Puniſhmentc 
of the Guilty ? Or good Men cndure thoſe Mile- 
ries which they tad vo hand in procuring 2 This 


would be to lc parate Gail tom Vault and whereas 
he 
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he himſelf has told us, that the Righteouſneſs of 
the Righteous ſhall be upon him, and the Wicked- 
neſs of the Wicked ſhall be upon him, *ewould 
be to a@ counter and oppoſite thereto, eſpecially 
in the latter caſe, where bad Men eſcape, and the 
truly Pious only ſuffer : For this would expreſly 
verifie the Jewiſh Proverb, That the Fathers have 
eaten ſour Grapes, and the Childrens Teeth are ſet on 
edge; nay, it would be worſe than ſo, in as much 
as 'tis leſs Injuſtice to ſuffer for the Faults of Re- 
lations, than for thoſe we* were never related to. 
Indeed if for Ten Righteous Perſons he would 
have ſaved Sodom, and that he profeſſeth he could 
not do what he deſigned whilſt Lot was in it; 
where there are an infinitely greater number of 
good People, we may reaſonably preſume he will 
not deſtroy the Country they live in for their ſake. 
And Jaſtly, if the Righteous ſhall not bear the 
Lot of the Wicked, nor bad Men eſcape, leaving 
the good to ſuffer in their ſtead, then thoſe Ca- 
lamities where the contrary to this would certainly 
happen, the Holy Name of God ſeems concerned 
to prevent. 


3- The Holy Name of God ſeems concerned 
to deliver a Wicked People, that yet are of the 
true Religion, from utter Deſtruction, where the 
Eſtabliſhment of a much more Wicked People , 

and 
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and of a falſe Religion too, would be the conſe- 
quent of it: For this would be to change bad for 
worſe, to take away a little Evil, and introduce a 

reater; and like the Demoniack, of whom we 
read in the Goſpel, out of whom one Devil was 
caſt, and ſeven Devils worſe than the former en- 
tred into him. Sceing therefore that ſuch proceed- 
ings as theſe would be fo far from leſfening, that 
they would abundantly propagate Irreligion, Here- 
ſie, and Sin, the Honour of God's Name ſeems con- 
cerned to avoid them. To this very Reaſon it may 
be are we of this Church and Nation obliged for 
that Deliverance which we this day gratefully Ce- 
lebrate. Though with Iſrael in the Text, our ways 
are wicked, and our doings corrupt, ſo that we juſtly 
merit even an utter Extirpation; nay, though we 
pub!iſh our fins as Sodom, and ſeem to vye with the 
Old World for all manner of Profanenels ; fo that 
to palliate or excuſe our Guilt, would not only much 
aggravate it, but likewiſe be the ready way to bring 
worſe Judgments on our Heads than thoſe we have 
already eſcaped ; yet ſurely, compared with thoſe 
that muſt in all probability ſucceed us, 'twill not be 
criminal or afluming for once to make the Phariſee's 
claim, thanking God that we are not ſo bad as they. 
At leaſt this we are ſure of, that no kind of Impiz- 
ties are juſtified by the Rules of our Religion, as 


there are by the Rules of theirs. We maintain nor, 
C That 
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That for the ſafety of a Man's Honour or Good Name, 
'tis Lawful for him to kill or defame another ; That 
in the caſe of Neceſſity we may juſtiftably ſteal ; Thar 
Fornication is not evil in it ſelf , That if I aſſert or 
ſwear nhat 3s falſe, ſo that I mean not as I [:y, that 
I am neither guilty of Lying or Perjiry ; That '155 
Lawful for a Servant, not having ages anſwerable 
to his Labour, to cheat his Maſter, provided he can 
do it without bis privity ; That one AG of Faith :nd 
Love is ſufficient for a man's whole Life; And that 
Natural Attrition is enough in the Duty of Repent ance. 
We hold not the Fertile Dodtrines of Equivoca- 
tions, good Intents, keeping no Faith wich Here- 
ticks, and that we may do evil that good may come 
of it. In ſhort, we have no Jeſuits Morals, no Do- 
Grines of Probability, nor any Point maintained, 
but what is purely Religious, Chriſtian, and Sacred : 
So that upon comparing the Principles of our Re- 
lIigion with thoſe of the Rowwiſh, when one will ap- 
pear ſuited to the ſtrict Rules of the Goſpel, the 
others are only raiſed up to ſerve the ends of Se- 
cular Policy, upon the Ruines of Morality, Society, 


| and common Honeſty. And indeed in this reſpeQ, 


the badneſs of their Cauſe may be to our good, 
and the great Preſervative to keep us from Ruine. 
God Almighty pcrhaps fees, that he will not, as | 
we ſay, mend the matter, by exalting them upon 
the Ruine of us; nay, the Exchange will be to 


his 
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his own diſadvantage ; and though he may pra- 
tifie his juſt Reſentments, by cutting off fo 
wicked a People, yer that may ſeem to derogate 
from his Wiſdom and Holineſs, when it tends to 
the Eſtabliſhment of a much wore. 


4. When the utter Ruine of a People would 
involve other Churches and Countries, that are per- 
haps more Innocent, in the ſame Mileries, then doth 
God's Holy Name ſeem concern'd to deliver them 
therefrom ; eſpecially when a very conſiderable 
part of the World wil] be damag'd, and it may be 
that roo where the purer Parts of the Church of 
Chriſt are. For here not only the Innocent will 
ſuffer for the Guilty, but Strangers miſcarry for the 
faults of thoſe whom they had no concern withal 
nay, greater Deſolation will be cauſed in the Church 
of God, than is perhaps conſiſtent either wich his 
Providence over, or tender reſpect to it, And this 
we may ſuppoſe another Foundation of that De- 
lIiverance which we now commemorate. Not to 
Remark the Civil Broils which our Raine muſt ne- 
ceſſarily produce in other Countries, what can we 
think would become of the Proteſtant Incereſt 
throughout Exrope upon our milcarriage ? We may 
well ſuppoſe that rhe Common Champion for the 
Catholick Cauſe will ufc his urmoſt Endeavours to 
make it as Univerlal as his Empire b:zcomes, his 
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Conqueits being but imperfect unleſs they make as 
great an Alteration in Religion as Government : 
And beſides the utter Ruine of the purer Parts of 
che Viſible Church, what Rapine, Blood, and Mi- 
ſery will needs be neceſſary in order to it ? The 
Cruelties ſhewed to his own Subjects are bur a faint 
Eſſay of thoſe Inhumane Barbarities that will be 
neceſſary in other Countries, What overthrowin 
Laws, deſtroying Conſtitutions? Violating all the 
Bounds of Humanity and Juſtice ? How will Fire 
and Earth be mixed together ? No difference put 
betwixt Sacred and Profane! And ſuch a Confuſion 
wrought in the beſt Parts of the World, as will but 
too ſadly repreſent the firſt rude, indigeſted Chaos, 
or the laſt, great, general Conflagration, Theſe 
things the Wildom of Almighty God may perhaps 
fore-ſee will be the Conſequences of our Ruine , 
and his Juſtice and Goodneſs ſeem concerned to 
prevent them. Hence hath his Almighty Arm ap- 
pearcd, already in a very great meaſure, to diſap- 
point our Enemies, and to deliver us. The kindneſs 
he bears to the Publick Peace and Good of the 
World, will not ſuffer him to permic that which 
would draw ſuch general Evils after it, and the 
Common Intereſt of Proteſtantiſm receiving its 
Fate from our Succeſs or Miſcarriage, ſtept in as 
an Adyocate for our Preſervation. 


Theſe 
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Theſe are ſome of thoſe many Inſtances that 
' might be produced wherein God's Holy Name may 
| be concerned to deliver even a very (iaful People 
from great Calamirics. 

From whence it appears, that no one can hence 
colle&, that the Impunity of ſuch bad People doth 
at all argue that he either bears them any ReſpeR, 
or that he is hackward in inflicting thoſe Puniſhments 
upon them which they deſerve : Alas, 'cis only our 
of pity to his Holy Name that they are preſerved, 
and that becauſe greater diſhonour would redound 
to him by deſtroying than by ſaving them. 

[ ſhall conclude this Head, when I have added, 
that we muſt not either think chat we are leſs be- 
holding to God for our Deliverance, becauſe it 
might not be wrought for our ſakes, bur for the 
fake of God's own Name ; or preſume that we may 


yet ſin with ſafety, ſeeing 'twill always be as much- 


'to the Intereſt of God's Name to preſerve us. 

For as to the former, 'tis well known that we for 
our ſins ſufficiently mecited Deſtrufion, and that if 
ſtrict Juſtice had had ics current, there would have 
| been no eſcaping it. So that whatever Motives God 
might have on his parc, there could be none on ours. 
And yet even on his part, though other conſidera- 
tions might concur, yet we all know . that Mercy 
alone hath the moſt conſiderable aſcendant over Ju- 
ſtice in hindring its Execution, Or ſuppolc it hath 
not, 


| 
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not, why ſhould a Bencfit be leſs valued, becauſe in 
giving it the Donor hath ſome refpeCt to his own 
Commodity as well as to his to whom 'tis given? 
All that we are to Took to, is, at the Benefit we en- 
Joy by the good turn another doth us, and the pro. 
portion of our Obligation is wholly taken from 
hence, and not from any collateral end he might 
propoſe to himſelf in doing of it : And I think no 
MalefaGtor looks upon himſelf lets obliged to the 
Government in ſaving his Life, though it doth, at 
the ſame time, deſign to employ him in the Wars. 
And then for the other, namely, our preſuming 
to fin becauſe it will be as much, as it hitherto has, 
the Intereſt of God's Name to preſerve us from 
Ruine : This is, I ſay, as unreaſonable as the other; 
and that not only becauſe of the Ingratitude of it, 
as being an high Abuſe of his Goodneſs, and turn- 
ing his Grace into wantonneſs; but likewiſe for 
another, which is in this caſe a much weighticr 
Reaſon, and that is 
The uncertainty of the Rule in ccnceral. For tho 
God Almighty in all his Actions doth conſult the 
Honour of his Name, yet you muſt note, that he 
knows how more effcctually to promote chis, ſome- 
time by deſtroying than by ſaving a wicked People; 
in as much as in all ſuch Eminent Acts of juſtice he 
highly declares his Reſentments of Sin, doth Ju 
ſtice upon Maletactors, and therchy makes himlclf 
fearcd 
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feared in the World; and tho' in ſuch Puniſhments 
all the forementioncd Inſtances, in which Cod's 
Holy Name ſeems concerned for their prevention , 
may happen, and yet are taken no notice of, yet he 
knows how to recompence himſelf for theſe by an 
hundred other things that he can cauſe to happen. 


| Thus he at laſt deale with theſe very lſ-aelites, after 


he had delivered them from time to tune, from one 
Daoger and another, and ſaw that nothing would 
bring them to a thorow-Retormation, he utterly 
deprives them of their Native Country, City, and 
Temple ; and after a Slaughter of innumerable 
Thouſands, makes them Vagrants upon the face of 
the Earth, without any ſetled place of abode. The 
ſame thing hath he ſince done to the Aſian Churches, 
who, not obſerving the Cautions given them by Se. 
Jobn,are utterly waſted, and nothing but the Name 
of them at preſcnt continueth; ſo that now Seges 
bt Troja fuit, and where the True God was once 
worſhipp'd,and Chriſtianity flouriſh'd in the greateſt 
iplendour, nothing is to be found but the Moſques 
of Pagans, and Mahomet's Sacritices alone obrain ; 
ſuch Deſolations do the abuſed Mercies and Good- 
nels of God ſometimes effect. Now, we are to 
obſerve, that amongſt both theſe People the True 
Religion was once eſtabliſhed, abundance of good 
People, there muſt undoubtedly be; a far worſe 
Pcople and Religion too ſucceeded in their room, 

and 
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and a very great Breach, no doubt, was made h 
their Ruine upon the whole Church of Chriſt up. 
on Farth, ard yer we ſee what hath befallen them. 
So that I ſay, tho' for his own Name-ſake, God 
Almighty may ſometimes ſee fir to ſpare a very 
wicked People, yet ſeeing he can bring Cood out 
of Evil, and Light out of Darkneſs; can turn thoſe 
Accidents that ſeem moſt againſt tobe moſt for him, 
this is no ſafe Rule to be depended upon. He that 
can make the Deliverance of a People at one time 
turn to his Honour, can, at another time, make 
their Deſtruction contribute to the ſame End ; and 


* When his Patience 1s abuſed, the fore-mention'd Ir- 


ſtances ſhew that he will take other Methods. 
From what hath been ſaid it appears, that the 


beſt Uſes we can make of any Deliverances that 
God Almighty may have *vouchſafed us, are not 


only to give the Glory of them to his Holy Name, 


but ro uſe our Endeavours by Repentance and a 


ſober Life, to continue this kindneſs of his to us. 
We cannot think that any thing but reſpec to his 
own Honour could ever put him upon appearing 
on the behalf of ſo wretched, ſo degenerate, and 
ſo profane a People. And blefled be his Holy Name, 
that it has intereſted it ſelf for our ſafety ; that in- 
ſtead of giving us a Cup of Tremblins, making us 
Magor Miſlabibs, Terrors to thoſe that are round « 
bont #5, he has made us a Joy, and a Comfort to 

Our 
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| 
our Friends, a Terrour to our Enemies, and litted | 
us up above thoſe that hated us. Bur let us not | 
hereupon be ſecure or bigh minded, but fear ; he 
that has raiſed us up, can 'for the ſelf ſame reaſons | 
caſt us down. If we continue our Uncharitable- 
neſs, our forrious Zeale, our caufleſs Prejudice, our 
Murinurings, and the like 3 then I ſay the Intereſt 
of Ged's Name will be as much concerned to des» | 
ſtroy, as it hath hitherto been to ſave us : In fine, 
Unleſs we Repent we ſhall yet ſooner or Jater Periſh, 
and what hath been hicherro done in order to our it 
Sttlement, ſhall but cend ro make our Fall the more | 
Obſervable, more Surprizing and Aﬀitiag to us, 
and more Grateſul to our Enemics. I now come 
to the Second Oblcrvation raiſed from the words, 
which 1s, 
That che end or deſign of fuch Deliverances is, Ob, 2+ 
That they who receive them ſhould acknowledge | 
the Being and Signal Providence of God to them 


& 


therein 7 for th? Prophet rells the Iſraelites in the 
Text, that chey ſhould know, thatis, be convinced | 
and fully ſatisfied, that God was the Lord, when 
notwi:h{tanding their notorious Wickedacls, he 
hid Delivered them from their prefent Babylonith 
Captivity. So wv. 42. of this Chapter, Ant ye 
ſhall know that I amt: Lord, when I fb.ll brin? | 
you inty the Land of Iſrael; that is, my reſtoriay 
you again to your Native Countrey, (hall amply 

convince you of my Bring and Providence, > 
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Seeing now that t God doth expect this of us, with 
reſpect to all ſuch Deliverances, it may be ſuppoſed 
that in effeRing them, he leaves ſach CharaRters and 
Marks of his Hand nad Providence, as are ſuffict- 
ent to convince all obſerving and unprezudiced Peo- 
ple, that they are his doing. *'Twill be therefore 
neceſſary to enquire what theſe CharaQers and 
Marks are 3 that is, to ob{crve ſome occurrents in 
the Deliverance of a Wicked People out of Adver- 
ſity, as make it appear to be the Management and 
Handy-work of God. And here we are notto expect 
ſuch Proofs as amount to a Demonſtration; no, 
nor ſuch either as (hall actually convince thoſe who 
have a mind to Cavil and ſearch for Evaſjons. The 
former kind of Proofs belong to very few Articles 
that I know of, in the whole Body of Divinity,and 
as for the latter, they who havea Mind to be Cap- 
tious, and are perhaps Diſſatisfied about the whole 
Doctrine of Providence in General, will be never 
Convinced but by Arguments of Sevſe ; and if by 
that, yer by nothing ſhort of what is truly Miracu- 
lJous : But 'twill be enough for my purpole, it there 
be ſuch Occurrences ſometimes happen, as arc ſufli- 
cient to convince all obſerving and ſober-minded 
People,that they are indeed Cod Almighties doing : 
Such are 
8. When the Deliverance 1s Miraculous, that is, 
when 'tis effeQed cither without or contrary to 


means, 
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means, or when the means that are uſed are utter- 
ly diſproportionable to what they produce, fo that 
tho they be improved to their urmoſt, yet with- 
out ſome other aſliſtance, 'tis impoſlible but they 
ſhould fall ſhort of their end ; for (ecing there is 
in the World nothing but God and Nature, what- 
ever Contingencies happen muſt be produced by 
one of them : If therefore a thing fall our, that Na- 
ture had no concern in producing. or lo lictle, that it 
left to its ſelf, it could by no mcans effect it ; here's 
a plain Demonſtration that God alone muſt be the 
ſole Author of it in the former Senle, and the Prin- 
cipal in che latter. 

Hence ſuch Miraculous Occurrents have been e- 
ver eſteemed an Infallible argument,as well of the 
Exiſtence as Providence of a Deity ; and where 
Men have ſeen an accident happen, either above 
the Power, without the Alliſtance,or contrary to the 
Courſe of Nature ; they have never f{crupled to at - 
firm,thar the Hand of the Lord hatch been remark - 
ably init. Where therefore any of thele Circum- 
ſtances attend che Deliverance of a Wicked People, 
they are ſo many ſtgnacula, Prints or Foot-ſteps of 
God's Handy- work and Providence. 

Now tho we believe that ſuch things are now 
ceaſed, ſo that whatever Deliverances happen in our 
days, means are always employ'd; yet even in them 
there are ſometimes ſuch Marks of God's Influence 
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and Management, that none but the extreamly pre- 
judiced and wiltully Blind can fail of Diſcerning 
them. 

2, Such are when thoſe very Men and Actions 
are the means and Inſtruments of it, which were 
deſigned for the expreſs contrary : I mean, when 
the Meaſures taken for our overthrow become the 
means of our Safety, and what was Deligned to 
effe&t our Ruine, contributes to our Deliverance. 
For to bring this about 'tis plainly neceſſary, that 
ſomething ſuperior to what is againſt us do appear 
on our ſide, Now 1f all that Humane Power and 
Wiſdom can do be engaged for our Ruine, a Pow- 
er and Wiſdom more then Humane muſt be Enga- 
ged to prevent it ; and what [ pray, ſhould this be 
but the Omniporence and Omnilcience of God,the 
weakneſs of whom is ſtronger, and the fooliſhneſs 
of whom is wiſer then Men : At leaſt ſuppoſe thoſe 
that aim at the Ruine of a People, arc by the ur- 
gency of Afﬀairs neceſlitated to take ſome falſe ſteps, 
in the doing of which they may very probably ſpoile 
their Deſign; yet who 1s it that puts them upon ta- 
king thele impudent meaſures, but he that giveth 
ſuch men #p to ſtrong Deluſtons, evacuating their 
Counſels,and fruſtrating their Deſigns? Or Laſtly, 
which (conſidering the ſtate of things, is the more 
common caſe) ſuppoſe theRuine of the Liberties or 
Religion of a People, be according to outward ap- 
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pearance unavoidable, fo that to moſt Mens think- 
ing there needs little to effect it beſides a Potent 
Power, hardned Malice, unanimous Councels, and 
a vigorous Proſecution 3 where all thele things con- 
cur, and yet the affair not only milcarry, but with 
the utter Ruine too of the Contrivers, who can 
want ſenſe to perceive the Finger of the Lord in 
all this, eſpecially. conſidering what the . Pſalmiſt 
tells us, That it is he who takes the wicked in the work 
of their own hands, that he brings ic to pals, that 
his wickedneſs ſhall fall on his own head, and his vi- 
olent dealings on his own pate, and Laſtly, that he 
makes himſelf known by the Tudgments he executes 
in ſo doing. 

3- When the Means concerned in effeing the 
Deliverance are no ways proportionable to the Dit- 
ficulties they conquer, either with reſpect to the 
open Enemies they are to ſubdue, or to the inward 
Diſtractions of that People for whom 'tis procur'd; 
that is to ſay, when thole very People that are de- 
livered, are not only prepoſicticd againſt the De- 
liverance it ſelf, and the means uſcd in procuring it, 
but likewiſe have an open Force engaged for their 
Ruine, much ſtronger than thoſe who appear for 
their Safety ; this is, I ſay, another mark of God's 
doing and Providence : For if we conſider the two 
Bodies of outward Force ſeparately by themſelves, 


that is, one riliag againſt, and the other in _ 
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of a People, Reaſon and common Experience tells 
us, that, where for ConduQ, Valour, and the like, 
they are equal, that-the ſtronger ſide ſhould get che 
Vidory ; eſpecially, where rhey are double or triple 
the Number, it cannot be deny'd: And therefore in 
the Inſtances we have in Scripture, of a leſler Force 
conqueriog a greater, 'tis always attributed to the 
Providence of God, who is fure to Iring Succels to 
that fide he doth eſpouſe. Much more when the Peo- 
ple, upon whoſe account the Conteſt is undertaken, 
are not only prejudiced againſt their Deliverers, but 
againſt their Deſign rco; then, I ſay, their Delive- 
rance ſeems fo far from being probable, that their 
utter Ruine ſcems unavoidable, and that becauſe 
this will not only diſcourage thoſe who have taken 
Arms in their Quarrel, but very niuch diſpoſe them 
to Differences among themſelves; either of which 
muſt needs prove fatal to them. * So that for ſuch a 
People in ſuch Circumſtances, and by ſuch Means 
ro be delivered, muſt needs afford an ample Proof 
of God's doing and Providence. 

I might to theſe add ſome other Inſtances of God's 
Providence in matters of this Nature ; as where the 
Deliverance is [eaſonable, coming in that very nick 
of time in which it was moſt wanted, and yer far 
kom bcing expcted, like the Deliverance of the 
Jews in the days of Queen Efther, that when H.- 
man's INeligns were ripe for Exccution, ard the Peo- 
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ple expetted nothing but to fall a Sacrifice to his 
Malice, that God Almighty ſhould appear in the 
critical Minute for their unexped Safety and Preſer- 
vation. But I think we need neither this, nor an 
others. What our Saviour (aid of the Jews, that if 
they would not regard the ordinary means of Moſes 
and the Prophets, the more extraordinary and Mira- 
culous of one coming from the Dead, would not con- 
vince them, may be ſaid here ; that a Miraculous 
Deliverance would hardly convince ſuch People of 
ts being done by God, whom ſuch wonderful, tho' 
but ordinary appearances as theſe will not fatisfie. 
I think I need not ſcruple to ſay, that though the 
judgments of God are lometimes a great Deep, and 
his ways very unſearchable, yet in theſe and ſuch 
like,they are ſo manifeſt, chat he that runs may read 
them. As 'tis God who Rules in the Armies of Men, 
pulls down one, and ſ:ts up another, dilpoles of States 
and Kingdoms as pleaſerh him ; and in fine,to make 
himſelf known, ſometimes delivers a wicked People 
out of Excremiry ; fo are we fully perſwaded, that 
he need not give greater Evidence of his doing and 
hndy-work, than theſe here produced. In requi- 
ring thercfore thoſe who receive them, to own and 
knowledge him therein, is no unreaſonable De- 
mand; on the contrary, tis highly Rational, that. 
when he ſo Remarkably ſignalizeth himſelf, that he 
hould bz obſerved and taken notice of : For ſeeing 
they 
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they receive the benefit of ic, why ſhould th they 1 not 
acknowledge its Author ? Eſpecially when God Al. 
mighty doth ſo much infiſt upon it, giving them to 
underſtand, that one of his main Ends is wholly 
loſt, where his Hand and Counſel are not taken no- 
rice of. T ſhall therefore endeavour to preſs this up. 
on you in two words, and fo conclude. 

r. And firſt, doth God Almighty make ſuch large 
Diſcoverjesof his Being and Providence in ſome Pub- 
lick Deliverances even of wicked Pcople? Then lIct 
our Faith be hereby more ſtrongly confirmed in the 
general belief of chat his being and Providence; that 
18, let us fully conclude not only that there is a Cod, 
but that he” does likewiſe Rule and Reign 1n the 
World, when we obſerve inſtances oft ſuch Dclive- 
rances as thcle are. We ce 'tis this that God Al- 
mighty doth parricularly aim at in efteQing them; 
and when the Iſraelites Faith in theſe Articles hath 
begun to flag and grow weak immediately God hath 
ſer himſelf ro work ſome ſuch grand occurrent, and 
thereby hath repaired and ſtrengthened it: And I 
can by no means ſce why the fame things {(hould 
not have the ſame efteas on us; that is, why De- 
liverances that have been wrought for us ſhould not 
amply confirm our belict both chat God 1s, and that 
he g governs the World! perhaps the rcaſon may be, 
that there is not ſo much of Miracle ia our Delive- 
rances as there ſometimes was in theirs; or that God 
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Almighty doth not by an inſpired Propher, or an 


'Angel from Heaven tell us,that he will bring abou 


ſuch a Deliverance for us, at ſuch a time, in ſuch a 
manner, and by ſuch Inſtruments, as he ſometimes 
rold the Fews he would. Bur are there no inſtances 
of God's Handy-work but ſuch as are Miraculous ? 
Or can he be concerned in no occurrent, becaule he 
doth not tell us by an Angel's Mouth that he 1s ſo ? 
Are there not rather rational Evidences of his Pro- 
vidence, which tho' not Miraculous, yet ſuch as are 
very convincing and fatisfactory that God's Hand 
and Counſel is therein ? One would almoſt conclude 
that there were no ſuch Evidences, when he reflets 
upon the intolerable Atheiſm and Infidelity of the 
preſent Age, with reſpe& to all ſuch Occurrences : 
Inſtead of Religion's gaining Ground hereby, Irre- 
ligion and Profancaeſs have abundantly increaſed ; 
and where ſuch things have heen done as could be 
the contrivance of none,but of an All-Witſe, Juſt,and 
Merciful God, Men have taken occaſion even from 
hence to become meer Scepricks and Atheiſts as to 
his Being and Providence. In this I particularly re- 
fer to the late Revolution, ſince which, if my Ob- 
ſervations fail not, Atheiſm and [creligion have made 
a more confidcrable advance than ordinary; and, 

which one would think fomething {trange, bur yer 
'tis what [ have obſerved with ſome Reſencment and 


Conftrxe, that ſuch Actheiſtical Notions and PraCtiles 
E have 
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have taken Foundation even from that very Revo- 
lution. If theſe did only ariſe in ſome tender, tho' 
weak Chriſtians,from their refleQing upon the great 
Wickedneſs of the Nation, and from thence taking 
Offence at the Deliverance, ſomething might be 
aid in order to reclaim them ; and one need but 
ſhew that ſometime the Holy Name, Honour, and 
Glory of God, may be concerned for the Delive- 
rance even of ſuch a wicked People, and the forc- 
mentioned Scandal muſt needs ceaſe. But alas, thcic 
Atheiſm and Irreligion are founded upon other To- 
picks, and are moſt Rampant in a quite difterent 
ſort of Men: But this I can only at preſent lament 
and bewail. 

2. Seeing God's Hand and Counſel hath fo Re- 
markably appeared in the Jate Deliverance ot our 
King and Country, let us be perſwaded particular- 
ly to ownand acknowledge him therein. If we per- 
/ Gn: not this Duty, and that with hearty ſerioul- 
neſs and concern too, we make the worſt abuſe of 
it imaginable, becauſe our owning of it was, as ap- 
pears by the Text, the great thing that gave Foun- 
dation to the Deliverance: Beſides we hereby loſe 
the greateſt part of the Benefit we might enjoy by 
the Deliverance, and that is a confirmation of the 
Goodneſs and Bleſſing of God upon our ſelves and 
Country, For ſuch as theſe God Almighty may 
work one Deliverance after another, and have 
nought 
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nought for his Requiral,bur Silence and Ingratitude. 
He may free them from the worſt of Mileries, and 
inſtate them in the quiet Enjoyment of the preateſt 
Bleſſings, and yet be conn'd no Thanks for his La- 
bour. And give me leave to add, that 'tis a (ad 
thing to obſerve how many we have of theſe even 
amongſt our ſelves. Though our Deliverance fall 
ſhore of none, and hath all the fore-mentioned Cha- 
naGers in it of God's Handy-work, yet how few 
are there who own and acknowledge it ? Some from 
a wonted Blindneſs, and never looking farther than 
the meer ſurface of things ; others from nor confi- 
dering the Circumftances of it with Intenſivenels 
and Application of Mind ; a third fort from an 
Opinion they have imbibed of God's unconcerned- 
neſs with the Werld, and leaving all to ſecond Cau- 
ſes ; and another ſort I fear there are, who from a 
Prejudice and DiſaffeQion ro the thing it ſelf, 
look upon it as the doing of the Manichee's Evil God, 
who is the Author of all Wickedne(s and Confuſion, 
ather than of him who doth nothing but what is 
truly good, In ſhort, ſome from one ground, and 
bme from another, take (o little notice of God's 
dand and Influence therein,that they ſeem little or 


nothing to regard it. And thus, like Iſrael of Old, 


God doth great things for us, and. we obſerve them 
not: And did not the Government (by Religiouſly 
zppointing days of Faſting on the one hand, and of 
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Thankſgiving on the —_ declare its Sentiment 
in the matter, namely, that it was the Lord's doing, | 
know not how we ſhould avoid the National Guil: 
of not anſwering the End which God tells us he 
aims at therein ; that is, that we ſhould know that he 
7 the Lord. However tor our patt, ſeeing we have 
{o good an Example and Authority too for our Ac- 
knowledgment ot his Providence therein, let us not 
fail co imitate it: And ſecing our owning this, is 
not the All that is expected from us, but a ſuitable 
Praiſe, Thankſgiving, and Gratitude, let us not be 
deficient in them neither. Now we know our De 
liverer let us be Thankful to him, and ſuitable to 
the Benefits we enjoy by the Deliverance, fo let 
our Acknowledgments be; then will God Almigliy 
return to us, and that,it may be,with an increaſe 
of Bleſſings : Then will he render our Flcets Pro- 
ſperous, and our Armies Succeſsful ; then will he 
put an end tothe ſad and deplorable War al::oad, 
and compoſe our unhappy Differences at. home : 

And laſtly, then will he Preſerve to us our Graci- 
ous Soveraigns, and with them our Religion, and 
all that is dear; and in fo doing will purchaſe to 
himſelf from all good Proteſtants, and all true 
Ergliſh-Men, all Honour, Glory, Power, and Praiſc 
Everlaſting. 


FINTIS, 


